
 

 

 

 

THE DOCKET 

898th Stated Meeting of Baltimore Presbytery 

March 9, 2023 
Virtual Meeting on Zoom 

The Mission of Baltimore Presbytery is to encourage, challenge, support and 
equip our leaders and congregations 

. 
 
 
• The documents that make up the Meeting Papers are available on-line. 
• No printed copies of the papers will be available.  Please download and/or print before arrival. 
• New Business must be given to the Stated Clerk by the conclusion of devotions. 
• New main motions and amendments must be pre-filed in writing with the Stated Clerk and 

may be emailed to mgaut@baltimorepresbytery.org. 
 
 
 

 
9:45 
 

GATHERING 
Once you are “in the meeting room” please 
mute yourself & use the CHAT function to 
greet each other and enjoy short 
conversations.  If you are a ruling or 
teaching elder voting commissioner, please 
rename yourself by adding TE or RE after 
your name. 

  

 
10:00 Call to Order 

Declaration of a quorum 
Opening Prayer 

Action 
Item # 

Moderator, RE Cecil Phillips 

10:05 Adoption of the docket 
Recognition of RE Joshua Gilhart as CEA 

1 
 

Rev. Mary Gaut, Stated 
Clerk 

10:10 Introductions—new Pastors, first-time 
Ruling Elder Commissioners, and guests; 
seating corresponding members  
If you are a first-time commissioner, please 
send your name and congregation through 
the Chat function. 
 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Jackie Taylor, GP 
 
 
 

10:15 Remembrance of Native Americans, and 
updates from Rev. Fern Cloud and the 
Dakota Partnership. 

 RE Robert Steppling, Chair 
of the Baltimore Dakota 
Learning Camps Steering 
Committee, 



 

 

10:25 Rebate Checks from Presbyterian 
Investment and Loan Program (Ark & 
Dove, First & Franklin, St Andrews) 

 Catherine Lynch, East Coast 
Development Specialist PILP 

10:30 Greetings from the Presbyterian Historical 
Society 

 David Staniunas, Archivist 
for PHS 

10:35 MORNING	DEVOTIONS  
& Remembrance of Ministers and Ruling 
Elders who died in 2022  

 Ministry Group Conveners 
organized today’s devotions. 

 
 REMINDER:  Please use the raise hand 

function for voting and to be recognized for 
questions or discussion.   
 

Acti
on 

Item 
# 

 

10:45 Report of the Stated Clerk  
Adjust the Docket, if needed  
Consent Motion 

• Approval of minutes 
• Approval of 2023 Pastor 

Compensation 
• Approval of Amendments 22-C 

through 22-S 

2-20 Rev. Mary Gaut, Stated 
Clerk 
 
 

10:50 The Steering Cabinet report on the Strategic 
Planning Process 

 Rev. Amy Carlson, Chair of 
Spiritual Leader Formation 
 

10:55 Report of the General Presbyter  Rev. Jackie Taylor, GP 

11:05 The Committee on Administration:  Approval 
of the 2023 Budget 

 

21 Rev. John Schmidt, chair of 
the Administration 

11:10 The Commission on Ministry 
• Validation of Rev. Michael Cuppett’s 

position at Catonsville PC 
• Exemption for Session Member term 

limits at Havre de Grace 
 

22-
23 

Rev. Jack Carlson, chair of 
the Credentials Team of 
COM 

11:15 Greetings and information from the African 
American Intercultural Support Office 

 Rev. Michael Moore 

11:20 The Commission on Preparation for Ministry 
• Examination on Sense of Call of 

Inquirer Elizabeth Cahoon & 
Advancement to Candidacy 

• Examination on Sense of Call of 
Inquirer Adena Moulton & 
Advancement to Candidacy 
 

24-
25 

Rev. Christa Burns, chair of 
CPM 



 

 

11:35 Report of Commission on Reconciliation:   
   Dismantling Racism Team Report 
   Cuba Partnership Report 
 

 Rev. Jessie Lowry 
RE Guy Moody 
RE Keith Syler 

11:50 Annual Report of Spiritual Leader 
Development Commission 
 

 Rev. Amy Carlson, Chair of 
Spiritual Leader Formation 
& Rev. Jennifer Barchi 

12:00 The Closing of Northminster Presbyterian 26 Rev. Carl Wilton, chair of 
the AC 

12:10 Items removed from the Consent Motion 
 

 Stated Clerk Mary Gaut 

12:15 Old Business: Approval of Amendment 22-
BB 
New Business. 

27 Stated Clerk Mary Gaut 

 Adjourn   

 
Motions 

 
Adoption of the Docket 

 
The Stated Clerk recommends: 

1. THAT the Docket be approved as printed (and as it may have been modified by 
announcement of the Moderator and/or Stated Clerk prior to its adoption).  

 
Consent Motion 

 
The Stated Clerk recommends: 

2. THE APPROVAL of the minutes of the 897th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of 
Baltimore, November 11, 2023, as posted on the website. 
(www.baltimorepresbytery.org).    

The Commission on Ministry recommends: 
3. Approval of the 2023 Pastoral Compensations for 2023 (see meeting papers) 

The General Assembly sends to the presbytery for affirmative or negative vote: 
4-20  Proposed Amendments to the Form of Government (amendments 22-C through 
22-S, in meeting papers) 

Any member may request an item be pulled from the consent motion by communicating with the stated clerk anytime 
until the end of devotions on March 9. 

 
Motions for Action on the Floor of Presbytery 

 
 
The Committee on Administration recommends: 

21. Approval of the 2023 Presbytery Budget (see meeting papers)  Note:  staff 
compensations were approved separately at the November 11, 2022 meeting. 

 



 

 

The Commission on Ministry recommends:  
22. Validation of the Ministry of Rev. Michael Cuppett as Communications and 

Operations Manager at Catonsville Presbyterian Church 
23. Exemption to the requirement for term limits for session members at Havre de Grace 

(G-2.0404) 
 
The Commission on Preparation for Ministry recommends: 

24. Examine Inquirer Elizabeth Cahoon on her sense of call and, if sustained, approve 
moving her to Candidacy 

25. Examine Inquirer Adena Moulton on her sense of call and, if sustained, approve 
moving her to Candidacy. 

The Administrative Commission for the Closing of Northminster Presbyterian 
26.  Approve the closing of Northminster Presbyterian at their request and with 

thanksgiving for its ministry. 
 
Items Removed from the Consent Motion 
 
Old Business 

27. Proposed amendment to the Book of Order 22-BB removed from the consent motion 
in November and postponed until typo could be corrected and confirmed.  (Corrected 
version in Book of Amendments in meeting papers) 

 
New Business 

 
 

Reports 
Stated Clerk’s Report 

The Stated Clerk reports: 

• RE Anita Bishop Johnson has resigned from the Commission on Spiritual Leader 
Development. 

• The statistical reporting season has ended.  The Presbytery lost a total of 905 members 
and closed one church (Covenant) in 2022. 

• Minister ID cards have been mailed.  If you do not receive yours, please contact the 
stated clerk or Felicia Scott 
 

Steering Cabinet 
The Cabinet reports that, at its meeting on February 22, 2023, it approved an extension through 
March of this year of the contract with consulting firm The Design Group International.  The cost, 
$16,000, will be taken from the General Reserve Funds. 

 
The Committee on Administration  

 
The Gathering Team 

The Team reports the following meeting dates for the remainder of the year and encourages 
reading of the “Re-aligning Our Conventions” (with the meeting papers.) 

• May 11, 2023, at 10AM (Zoom only) 



 

 

• September 16, 2023 (Saturday) beginning at 10AM.  This will be primarily an in-person 
event, including lunch (location TBA) and commissioners are strongly encouraged to 
attend though a hybrid option will be available for the business meeting. 

• November 9, 2023, at 10AM (Zoom only) 
 

The Committee on Personnel  
See Written Report in Meeting Papers 

 
Commission on Ministry 

• COM reports the ordination of Hyiwot Teshome on December 11, 2022, at Christ 
Memorial Presbyterian and his dismissal to Redstone Presbytery effective December 11, 
2022. The ordination commission was dismissed at the end of the service. 

• COM reports the installation on February 12, 2023, of Harold Bennett as pastor at Grove 
Presbyterian.  The Commission was dismissed at the end of the service. 

• COM reports that, at its meeting on March 1, 2023, it granted permission for Rev. 
Thomas Blair to labor outside our bounds and within the bounds of Huntingdon 
Presbytery and granted CRE Stan Howes, a member of Huntingdon Presbytery, to labor 
within our bounds as commissioned pastor at Frostburg. 
 

At its leadership team meeting on Dec. 7, 2022 
• Approved receiving Eric K-R effective 2-1 (com action 12/12) 
• Approved dismissing Rev. Emma Horn to National Capital Presbytery effective 

12/10/2022. 
• Approved dismissing Rev. Glen Misick to the Presbytery of New York City effective 

1/1/2023. 
• Approved Rev. Christa Burns as Pastor Emerita at Faith Presbyterian Church 
• Approved Rev. Kate Foster as Parish Associate at Faith Presbyterian 

 
At its leadership team meeting on February 1, 2023 

• Approved dismissing Jacob Snowden to Grace Presbytery effective 02/01/2023 
 

At its Credentials Team meeting on Nov. 21, 2022 
• Approved Rev. Paula Whitacre, an ordained minister of the United Church of Christ, as a 

part-time (15 hours per week) bridge pastor at Ashland for 3 to 6 months, beginning 
December 1, 2022, with authority to moderate the Session. 
 

At its Credentials Team on Dec. 12, 2022 
• Received Rev. Eric Koenig-Reinke from New Castle Presbytery and approved his 

contract with Second Presbyterian as Interim Associate  
 

At its Credentials Team on Jan. 16, 2023 
• Received Kim Nofel from the Presbytery of North Central Iowa and enrolled as Minister 

at-large. 
 

The Commission on Preparation 
The Commission reports that it has appointed the following persons as ordination examination 
readers:  Rev. Eric Myers, Rev .McKenna Lewellen, and Leslie Owsley (RE).  They are seeking 
a second ruling elder. 



 

 

 
The Commission on Reconciliation 

No report 
 

The Commission on Spiritual Leader Development 
The Commission reports that, at its meeting on December 8, acting on behalf of the 
Presbytery, it elected Rev. Christa Burns to the Commission on Preparation for Ministry. 
Class of 2026 and to the position of chairperson. 

 
The Commission on Thriving Congregations 

No report 
 

Ministry Groups Report 
No report 

 
 
 

 


