Minutes of the 905th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Baltimore
November 21, 2024, at 10:00 am
Virtual Meeting via Zoom

Moderator, Soung Baranowski, called the meeting of the Presbytery of Baltimore to order at 10:04 AM. She opened the meeting with
prayer. A quorum was present.

She called on the Stated Clerk, Mary Gaut who introduced 3 amendments to the docket:

* The addition of TE Richard Jones (Chaplain at Anne Arundale Medical Center) to the list of specialized ministries
recommended for validation for 2025

* Reschedule the Vice-Moderator’s report on the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship to the March 2025 meeting at her request

* Add a report from the Administrative Commission for Glen Burnie/Bridge Presbyterian Church with request to add Res Jihoon
Kim and Sung Keun Lee to the commission.

She moved the adoption of the Docket as amended. It was seconded and APPROVED by common consent.

General Presbyter, Jackie Taylor, welcomed first time ruling elders and guests. She moved that Rev. Grace May, Boston Presbytery,
be seated as a corresponding member. The motion was seconded and APPROVED by common consent.

A video presentation invited the presbytery to remember the Native Americans on whose land we reside in accord with our standing
rule to begin each meeting with such a remembrance.

The Presbytery then moved into Morning Devotions led, through a pre-recorded video, by Rev. Christopher Leighton, retired member
of Presbytery and former founding Director of the Institute for Islamic, Christian and Jewish Studies. Drawing on the narrative of the
Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-8) he invited the presbytery to consider it in the current context of our hyper-polarized culture and
whether the ending of the story might invite us into an appreciation of the “gift” of learning to live with differences even when our
human inclination is to build something that will transcend or blur the differences. A moment of silent reflection and then a closing
prayer by Cabinet Chair Rev. Andrew Connors, concluded the devotional time.

STATED CLERK’S REPORT AND CONSENT MOTION




Following devotions, the Moderator called upon the Stated Clerk who presented the consent motion. The motion included the
approval of the minutes of the 904" stated meeting, the approval of CRE Ed Terry as commissioned pastor at Hamilton Presbyterian
through 2026, the validation of specialized ministries (APPENDIX C), and proposed amendments to the Book of Order: 24-A, and
24-C through 24-L. No motions were removed from the consent motion. It was seconded and APPROVED by common consent.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY

The Moderator recognized Rev. Hal Bennett, chair of the Credentials Team of the Committee on Ministry. He moved, on behalf of
the COM, that Presbytery approve the Position of InterVarsity Campus Staff Minister as a validated ministry and approve the transfer
of Rev. Grace May from Boston Presbytery with authorization to officiate Communion in Retreat, Conference and hospital settings in
her capacity as staff minister. The motion did not require a second. Rev. Bennett introduced Rev. May, referencing her statement of
faith and asked her a first question about the intersection of Missiology and Mission. The floor was then open for further questions
and discussion. A question raised the concern that InterVarsity Fellowship is not an LGBTQ affirming organization. This led to a
series of questions and comments as to whether the Presbytery should validate a ministry with an organization whose policies are
contrary to those of the PCUSA. A motion was made and seconded to end discussion and was APPROVED 50 to 2 which is
greater than a 2/3 majority. Rev. May was moved to the waiting room.

Subsequent discussion continued around the concern of validating a ministry in an organization not in alignment with the stated
values and policies of the Presbytery and the PCUSA, while others spoke of being welcoming of Rev. May but not validating the
ministry of the particular organization. The Stated Clerk clarified that it is the policy of Baltimore Presbytery not to transfer minsters
from other presbyteries as “at-large” members unless they are transferring due to a spouse’s employment or family responsibilities.

It was moved and seconded that the motion be referred to the Credentials Committee for further conversation with Rev. May and a
deeper discussion around this issue and then bring the question back to the presbytery in March. Following further discussion the
motion was APPROVED, 37 to 24. Rev. Jack Carlson was asked to meet Rev. May in the waiting room and explain to her what
was discussed and decided concerning the request for validation.

REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE:




The Moderator called on Rev. Keith Paige, chair of the Personnel committee, who made the motion from the committee to approve
the 2024 staff compensation budget as presented in the meeting papers (APPENDIX D ). The motion did not require a second. and
the compensation budget was APPROVED.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION AND NOMINATIONS:

Rev. McKenna Wallen chair of the committee moved, on behalf of the committee, the election of the following persons to the
positions indicated:

Gathering Team 2025. Lea Gilmore, RE Govans Presbyterian.
Nominating 2025. Rob Smith, RE Central Presbyterian.
Nominating 2025. Charese Jordan Moore, RE Knox Presbyterian.
CPM Chair. Mark Phillips, TE First and Franklin

SLD Chair. Jenn McCollough, TE Ark and Dove

There was no second required and there were no nominations from the floor. The motion was APPROVED.

REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR BRIDGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (formerly Glen
Burnie Korean)

On behalf of the commission Rev. Tim Stern, chair of the commission, moved that Ruling Elders Jihoon Kim and Sung Keun Lee
(Bridge Presbyterian Church) be elected to the Administrative Commission. The motion did not require a second. Rev. Stern gave a
brief report which offered context for the motion (APPENDIX E ) and the hopes of the commission for the church going forward.
There was no discussion and the motion was APPROVED.

REPORTS
The Moderator introduced the following for reports:

RE Charese Jordan-Moore — Matthew 25 Summitt
Ruling Elder Jordan Moore reported on the great success of the Matthew 25 Summitt which took place on Saturday, Oct. 26, at First
Presbyterian of Howard Co. They had planned on 100-125 participants and had 150, some who had not registered but came



anyway. The Summitt included Keynote Address by Rev. Jermaine Ross-Allam, the director of the Center for the Repair of Historic
Harms at the Presbyterian Mission Agency, PC(USA), workshops and music, dynamic worship which included a powerful sermon by
General Presbyter Jackie Taylor and a charge from the GP of National Capitol Presbytery, Rev. John Molina-Moore.

RE Guy Moody — Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Next Generation Initiative

Elder Moody prefaced his remarks with a video about the Next Generation Initiative which was shown at the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic
Assembly. The NGl is “about building vibrant communities that last by systematically addressing the unique challenges facing
African American congregations and investing in the development of black clergy and lay leadership.” It will include creating support
systems for black leaders investing in resources for the care of black congregations and fostering community engagement to ensure
their sustainability. Elder Moody pointed out that six of the Synod’s African American Churches are in Baltimore Presbytery.
Baltimore to be ahead of the curve when it comes to the work that NGl is doing. We will continue to do the work to undo the harms
caused right here in our presbytery under the leadership of the Dismantling Racism Team, co-chaired by Elder Moody and Elder
Jordan-Moore.

Mr. Brooke Schumm, president of Trustees — Annual Audit Report

President of the Trustees, Brooke Schumm, reported that the annual audit was completed and was satisfactory. It was a
consolidated audit with the Presbytery according to National Accounting Standards. He gave a brief description of the various funds
and reported that the proceeds from the sale of the Northminster Church property were allocated according to the Enduring Witness
and Emergency Assistance Grants policy. The property known as the “Gaver Farm,” near New Market, MD, was also sold.

Rev. Jackie Taylor — General Presbyter’s Report

Rev. Taylor referenced the imagery of bridges, noting that we usually think of bridges crossing bodies of water. But she showed a
visual of a bridge crossing dry land because “the river had moved,” a metaphor for what many of us sense regarding the context of
ministry. She noted that most or all of those attending this meeting were among the privileged of world and might not be affected
much by changing administrations and policies but that many others would. She urged the presbytery to remember its reputation as
a presbytery of justice and care, to pay attention to what is happening in the world and not be afraid to “get in the water” with those to
whom and with whom we minister.



There was no new business. A motion to adjourn was APPROVED and the meeting was closed with prayer at 12:04 by the Vice-

moderator, Rev. Barbara Renton. A portion of the prayer was from a prayer by from a prayer by Jill Duffield, former editor of the
Presbyterian Outlook.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Gaut, Stated Clerk



APPENDIX A
Attendance Detail

Category Present | Excused | Absent
Teaching Elders Serving Churches 30 3 14
Specialized Teaching Elders. 5 1 7
(non-resident TEs are permanently excused)

New Worshiping Community Leaders WITH CHURCHES -
Honorably Retired Teaching Elders 11 1 -
CREs & Commissioned Pastors 3 1 4
Ruling Elder Commissioners 29 38
(Including officers and Commission members)

Former Ruling Elder Moderators 3 0 1
Former Ruling Elder Stated Clerks 0 0 0
Certified Educators - - -
Subtotal voting members 81 6 64
Corresponding Members 1 - -
Youth Advisory Delegates (Non-voting) 0 - -
Guests and Presbytery Staff (Non-voting) 9 - -
Candidates and Inquirers (Non-voting) 1 - -
Subtotal non-voting attendees 11

TOTAL PRESENT 92

TEACHING ELDERS SERVING CHURCHES:




PRESENT: Jennifer McCullough, Tim Stern (Ark & Dove), Michele Wallen (Ashland); Sungjin Kim (Bridge), Andrew
Connors ( Brown), Dorothy Boulton (Catonsville); Keith Paige (Cherry Hill); Jessie Lowry (Christ Our Anchor); Jeff Young
(Christ Our King); Janna VanderWoude (Christ Memorial), Catherine Goodrich (Faith); Jose Lopez-Chapa (Fallston), Mark
Phillips (First and Franklin),. Andrew Kort (First of Annapolis); Alison Peters (First Cumberland), Ken Page (First of Howard
Co.), Eric Myers (Frederick), Kim Nofel (Granite & Churchville), Harold Bennett (Grove), Jennifer DiFrancesco (Havenwood
and Slate); Ray Meute (Highland), McKenna Wallen (Maryland), Amy Carlson (Mt Hebron), Elizabeth McLean (Prince of
Peace); Mark Hannah (Roland Park); Andy Nagel (Second); Mark Sandell (St. Andrew), Dan Melton (St. Andrew’s), Steve
Nofel (St John United), Joel Strom (Towson),

ABSENT AND EXCUSED: ), Ken Kovacs (Catonsville);, Teresa Martin-Minnich (Hancock),
Karen Brown (Hope),

ABSENT: Todd Smith (Bethel), Jeremy Sanderson (Central); Andy Gathman (Chestnut Grove), Mihee Kim-Kort (First Annapolis),
Melissa Lopez (First Bel Air); Matthew Glasgow (First Westminister); Ron Hankins (Govans), Tanya Wade (Grace), Susan
Bouche (Harundale), Jeong Hoon Han (Korean United); Phyllis Felton (Madison Ave.), Rebecca Crate-Price (Springfield), Rob
Carter (Towson), JC Austin (Woods),

NEW WORSHIPING COMMUNITY LEADERS:
PRESENT: Jennifer DiFranceso (Slate. Listed under Havenwood), Jose Lopez-Chapa (Comunidad. Listed under Fallston))
ABSENT:

RESIDENT SPECIALIZED CLERGY
PRESENT: Cathy Bashore, Michael Cuppett, Edwin Lacy, Jackie Taylor,
Excused: Shannon Weston,
Absent: Brandon Brewer, Sarah Diehl; Kate Foster, Richard Jones, Stephen Mann; Michael Moore, Jenine Zabriskie

AT LARGE CLERGY PRESENT

NONRESIDENT SPECIALIZED CLERGY:
PRESENT: Tanya Denley
ABSENT AND EXCUSED: Tom Blair, John Boulware, Rob Hoch, Stacy Martin,

HONORABLY RETIRED
PRESENT: John Carlson, Mary Gaut, Laura Hollister, Janet Jones, Deborah McEachran, Claire Pula, Barbara Renton
(vice moderator), Roger Rice, John Schmit, Mary Speers, Carlos Wilton




EXCUSED: Walt Peters,

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS: Grace May, Boston Presbytery

RULING ELDER OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF PRESBYTERY’'S STEERING CABINET
AND COMMISSIONS
PRESENT: Soung Baranowski (Havre de Grace), Lynn Carlson (Highland),

RULING ELDER COMMISSIONERS FROM CONGREGATIONS:

ARK & DOVE, Linda Jawson; CHESTNUT GROVE, Debbie Schmidt; CHRIST MEMORIAL, Robert Ashman;
CHURCHVILLE, Bonnie Jones; DICKEY MEMORIAL, Suzanne Lawson; FAITH, Bobby Hall; FALLSTON, Sharon Tyler;
FIRST AND FRANKLIN, Marianne Shick; FIRST OF ANNAPOLIS, Helon Krone & Deborah Dixon; FIRST OF
CUMBERLAND, Carolyn Mathews; FIRST OF HOWARD CO., Kathy Robie-Suh; FRANKLINVILLE, Ed Stuebing;
GRANITE, Michael Kahn; HAMILTON, Janice Howard; HAVENWOOQOD, Stephen Plano;

HIGHLAND, Peter McCallum; HUNTING RIDGE, Joseph Banks; KNOX, Charese Jordan Moore; MARYLAND Darlene
Gladney; PRINCE OF PEACE, Matthew Tibbits; ST. ANDREW'’S, Anne Bryant; St. JOHN UNITED, Susan Moody;
SECOND, Scott Silverwood; WOODS MEMORIAL, Ed Lambert, Stephen Haines, Marjorie Tschantre

CONGREGATIONS WITHOUT ELDER REPRESENTATION
ASHLAND, BABCOCK. BARRELVILLE, BETHEL, BRIDGE, BROWN CATONSVILLE CENTRAL, CHERRY HILL,
CHRIST OUR ANCHOR, CHRIST OUR KING, , EMMITSBURG, FIRST OF BEL AIR , FIRST OF WESTMINSTER,
FREDERICK, FROSTBURG, GOOD SHEPHERD, GOVANS, GRACE, GROVE, HAGERSTOWN, HARUNDALE,
HANCOCK, HOPE, HUGHES MEMORIAL, KENWOOD, KOREAN UNITED, LIGHT STREET, LOCHEARN, MADISON
AVE, MT. HEBRON, MT. PARAN, PERRY HALL, ROLAND PARK, ST. ANDREW, MT. HEBRON, TOWSON, TRINITY,
WESTMINSTER

COMMISSIONED RULING ELDERS
PRESENT: Troy Bailey (Dickey Memorial) Ed Terry (Hamilton), Anita Bishop-Johnson (MT Paran),
EXCUSED: Stanley Howes (First Frostburg-Huntingdon Presbytery)
ABSENT: John Brewington (Lochearn), Paul Martin (Havre de Grace), Donna Lea (Mt Paran), Cleoda Walker (Knox)

CANDIDATES AND INQUIRERS: Kathy Welsh Smith (Central),

YOUTH ADVISORY DELEGATES: None




CERTIFIED LAY EMPLOYEES WITH VOTE: None

FORMER RULING ELDER MODERATORS (with vote): Jim Schroll (First and Franklin)
Audrey Trapp (Faith), Guy Moody (St. John United)

FORMER RULING ELDER STATED CLERKS:

OTHER PRESBYTERY STAFF (without vote): Chuck Brawner, Laura Mullen, Frank Perrelli, Felicia Scott,

GUESTS (without vote): Jiyeon Bae, Judy Binkley (Havenwood), Emily Park (Second), Brooke Schumm (First of Howard Co.), John
Kim ( Christ Memorial)

Note on Attendance Detail: The number of TEs with vote includes all active pastors and resident specialized ministers plus retired ministers who attended a presbytery meeting
at least once in the past year. The number of REs with vote includes elder commissioners from churches, former and current RE moderators and clerks, and RE members of COM,
CPM, Thriving, SLD, Reconciliation, Steering Cabinet, Administration & Personnel. (See Manual section 2). Each year a calculation is run to be sure there is a balance of ruling and

teaching elders on the roll. The number of absent RE commissioners is calculated by subtracting ALL eligible voting elder commissions from the number present.



APPENDIX B
Reports

(including actions taken on behalf of the presbytery)

Stated Clerk’s Report
The Stated Clerk reports:

* There was an excellent response to THE REQUIRED CHURCH RECORDS REVIEW this year. Thanks to all participating
Clerks of Session and to the churches who hosted review sessions (Korean United, Maryland, First Howard Co, Frederick).
Churches that completed the review are: Ashland, Babcock, Brown, Catonsville, Central, Cherry Hill, Chestnut Grove,
Christ Memorial, Christ Our Anchor, Churchville, Dickey memorial, Faith, Fallston, First and Franklin, First Annapolis, First Bel
Air, First Cumberland, First Frostburg, First Howard Co, First Westminster, Franklinville, Frederick, Good Shepherd, Govans,
Granite, Grove, Hamilton, Harundale, Havenwood, Havre de Grace, Highland, Hope, Hunting Ridge, Knox, Light Street,
Maryland, Mount Hebron, Mount Paran, Prince of Peace, Roland Park, St. Andrew, St. Andrew’s, St John United, Second,
Springfield, Towson, Trinity, Woods.

Review Waived: Barrelville, Emmitsburg

Churches that did not complete review: Ark & Dove, Bethel, Bridge (Administrative Commission), Grace, Hagerstown,
Hancock, Hughes Memorial (pending), Kenwood, Korean United, Lochearn, Madison Ave., Perry Hall,

Steering Cabinet
The Steering Cabinet reports that

* It approved a theme of “Unity in Christ” for the programmatic year 2024-25.
* It approved including $20,000/year in the Presbytery operating budget for the next three years for the Massanetta Springs

Capital Campaign (Total of $60,000 over three years). Approval of Presbytery will be part of the budget approval process in
March 2025.

Commission on Ministry
The Commission on Ministry reports

At its Leadership Team meeting on October 2, 2024, it



Approved the installation of Andy Nagel at Second Presbyterian on November 10, 4 p.m., with the following installation
commission. Moderator Soung Hee Baranowski, Minister members: Ron Hankins, Govans Mihee Kim-Kort, First-Annapolis
Elder members: Jess Gardner, Central; Karen Ruppert, Second; Corresponding members: Jeff Hoffmeyer, Plains and Peaks;
Roy Howard, National Capital

The installation commission was dismissed at the conclusion of the installation service.

Approved transferring TE Nicole Reibe to Missouri River Valley Presbytery, as she has taken a tenured position at the
University of Omaha.

Approved removing the requirement for ministers not in parish ministry to be parish associates as this is no longer a category
in the Book of Order. (Congregational involvement of some kind is still required)

At its Meeting on November 6, 2024

Approved Tim Hughes-Williams request to be transferred to the Presbytery of Boston.
Approved a waiver of the records review for Barrelville and Emmitsburg

Gave contingent approval for Hope Presbyterian to rent its sanctuary space and recommending approval by the Property and
Loan Commission on the reception of all required paperwork.

Affirmed the Chairperson’s appointment of TE Keith Paige to moderate the Session of Trinity.

Property and Loan Commission

The Commission reports that at its meeting on November 7, 2024, it

Approved the request of Maryland Presbyterian to list its property for sale with Foundry, a commercial real estate service.
Final sale will be contingent on subsequent approval of the buyer by the P&L commission. The Commission notes that the
decision to sell the property was approved by unanimous vote of the congregation with the intention of having the resources
going forward to continue to discern the shape of their ministry in the future without the burden of property maintenance
Approved the request of Mt Hebron for a Line of Credit in the amount of $200,000 from Presbyterian Investment and Loan
Program (PILP). The LOC will be secured by the manse property and guaranteed by the POB Trustees as required by PILP



APPENDIX C
MINISTRIES VALIDATED FOR 2025

MINISTERS SERVING IN VALIDATED MINISTRIES

NAME

Validated Ministry

Congregation
involvement

Report Status

Bashore, Catherine

Nurse Chaplain, Medstar Good
Samaritan Hospital

Havenwood

Moved to Retired

Blair, Thomas W.

UCC Minister, laboring in bounds of
Huntingdon Presbytery

Not Required

RECEIVED
Brewer, Brandon Dir of Patient Experience & Hospice | Not Required
I o e e
Denley, Tanya Staff Attorney, Philadelphia Court Not Required
System RECEIVED
Diehl, Sarah Psychotherapist, Private Practice Brown
RECEIVED
Cuppett, Michael Communications and Operations Dickey Memorial
Manager, Catonsville PC RECEIVED
Foster, Katherine Mid-Atlantic Director, Rails to Trails | Faith
Conservancy RECEIVED
Hoch, Robert Dir of Theological Exploration, Not Required
Urban Theology Union, Sheffield, RECEIVED

England




Jones, Richard G.

Chaplain, Anne Arundel Medical
Center

First of Annapolis

RECEIVED
Lacy, Edwin Associate for Congregational Care | Not Required
and Advocacy RECEIVED
Mann, Stephen L. Trauma Specialist Not Required RECEIVED
Nofel, Steve Presbytery Staff Interim Not Required RECEIVED
Taylor, Jacqueline General Presbyter Not Required RECEIVED
Wallen, Michele Associate for Community Not Required
Engagement Presbytery RECEIVED
Weston, Shannon Coach and Consultant,
Unburdened Inc. and DGI RECEIVED

Zabriskie, Janine

Chaplain, Univ. of Maryland
Medical System

Brown Memorial

RECEIVED
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