
 

 

THE DOCKET  

906th Stated Meeting of Balt imore Presbytery  

March 13, 2025 

Empowering leaders, engaging churches and embodying justice and inclusivity in 
the name of Christ. 

 
• The documents that make up the Meeting Papers are available on-line. 
• New Business must be given to the Stated Clerk by the conclusion of Devotions. 
• New main motions and amendments must be pre-filed in writing with the Stated Clerk and 

may be emailed to mgaut@baltimorepresbytery.org. 
• Do NOT use the Chat function for motions or comments.  You must be recognized 

by the moderator to speak 
 

 
9:30 
 

Registration & Fellowship.   
In person:  Please pick up your name tag. 
 
Virtual:  Once you are “in the meeting room” 
please mute yourself & use the CHAT function 
to greet each other and enjoy short 
conversations.  If you are a ruling or teaching 
elder voting commissioner, please rename 
yourself by adding TE or RE after your name. 

  

 
Stories and Celebrations… 
10:00 Call to Order 

Declaration of a quorum 
Opening Prayer 

Action 
Item # 

 
Moderator,  

10:05 ***Adoption of the docket 1 
 
 

TE Mary Gaut, Stated Clerk 

10:10 Introductions—new Pastors, first-time Ruling 
Elder Commissioners, and guests; seating 
corresponding members  
If you are a first-time commissioner, please send 
your name and congregation through the Chat 
function. 

 
 
 
 

TE Jackie Taylor, GP 
 
 
 

 Remembrance of Native Americans 
 

 RE Bob Steppling 

10:15 Devotions 
 

 Members of Gathering Team 

 



 
Discernment and Decisions 
 
 Virtual:  Please use the raise hand function to 

be recognized for questions or discussion.  
Virtual attendees will also vote by the raised 
hand. 

Action 
Item # 

 

10:30 Report of the Stated Clerk  
Adjust the Docket, if needed  
Consent Motion including the Approval of 
minutes the 905th meeting 

2-8 TE Mary Gaut, Stated Clerk 

10:35 The 226th General Assembly sends to 
presbytery for its affirmative or negative vote 
Item 26-M:  Episcopal-Presbyterian Agreement 
on Local Sharing of Ministries (meeting 
papers) 

9 TE Mary Gaut, Stated Clerk 

10:45 Presentation of Rebate Checks from PILP 
• First & Franklin PC, Baltimore 
• Christ Memorial PC, Columbia 
• St. Andrew PC, Mount   
• Ark & Dove PC, Odenton 

 

 Catherine Lynch of the 
Presbyterian Investment and 
Loan Program 

10:50 The Committee on Administration 
recommends that the Presbytery: 

• Approve the 2025 Budget as 
presented in the meeting papers 

 

10 RE Joe Bank 

11:00 The Committee on Representation & 
Nominations recommends: 
That presbytery elect the persons named in 
its report to the positions indicated 

11 TE McKenna Wallen, 
committee chair. 

11:05 The Commission on Ministry recommends that 
the Presbytery: 

• Give permission to withdraw the 
motion to validate a ministry with 
Intervarsity Fellowship 

• Board of Pension Presentation 

12 TE Hal Bennett 
 
 
 
Regional Rep. TE Carrie 
Mitchell 

11:25 The Commission on Preparation for Ministry 
recommends  

• amending the manual to empower the 
commission to approve inquirers and 
candidates to preside at communion 
per G-2.0606……. 

• Examining RE Heather Russell on 
her sense of call and approving her 
advancement to Candidacy 

 

 
 
13 
 
 
 
14 
 
 

TE Mark Phillip, 
commission chair 



11:50 The Commission on Reconciliation 
• Dismantling Racism Team 

Presentation on Reparative Justice 
Proposal 

• Report on the Cuba, Dakota and 
Guatemala partnerships 

 RE Charese Jordan Moore & 
TE Cat Goodrich 
RE Guy Moody 

12:20 The Steering Cabinet recommends 
• The merger of the Commissions on 

Spiritual Leader Development and 
Thriving Congregations as detailed 
in the meeting papers document. 

 
15 

TE Andrew Connors, chair 
of Cabinet   
TE Melissa Lopez, chair of 
CTC 

 Items pulled from Consent Motion 
New Business.  
 

  

12:30 Adjourn   

 
Motions 

 
Adoption of the Docket 

 
The Stated Clerk recommends: 

1. THAT the Docket be approved as printed (and as it may have been modified by 
announcement of the Moderator and/or Stated Clerk prior to its adoption).  

Consent Motion 
 

2. THE APPROVAL of the minutes of the 905th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of 
Baltimore, Nov. 21, 2024, as posted on the website. 
(www.baltimorepresbytery.org).    

3. THE APPROVAL of the request of the Eastern Region of the Partners in Christian 
Education to celebrate the Lord’s Supper at its Spring Event at The Claggett Center. 
Frederick, MD May 7, 2025. 

4. THE SPIRITUAL LEADER DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION RECOMMENDS 
APPROVING revising the Guidelines for the Operation of the Valentine Fund, section 
II E:  A Subcommittee of the Council, composed of the chairs of the Mission, Global 
Mission, and Peace and Justice Committees, will assume specific responsibility  The 
Steering Cabinet wil l  assign the ongoing administrat ion of the fund to 
the appropriate presbytery agency and review the assignment 
periodical ly as needed. 

5. THE GATHERING TEAM RECOMMENDS APPROVING the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper at the 908th stated meeting (September 2025) 

6. THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY RECOMMENDS APPROVING that the Sessions 
of Hughes Memorial and Hancock Presbyterian Churches, and the Board of Deacons 
of Granite Presbyterian Church be exempt from the term limits per G-2.0404 due to 
the small membership of the churches 



7. THE COMMISION ON MINISTRY RECOMMENDS APPROVING the request of Mt 
Hebron Presbyterian to confer the status of Pastor Emeritus upon its former pastor 
Rev. Sidney Venable III 

8. THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY RECOMMENDS approval of the 2025 terms of 
call as presented in the meeting papers (contract terms are information only) 

 
 

Motions for Action on the Floor of Presbytery 
9. The 226th General Assembly sends to the presbytery for i ts aff irmative 

or negative vote  
Proposed amendment 26-M: Episcopal-Presbyterian Agreement on Local Sharing of 
Ministries 

 
10. The Committee on Administrat ion recommends: 

The adoption of the 2025 Presbytery Budget as presented 
 

11. The Representation and Nominating Committee recommends: Electing 
those named in their report to the positions and classes indicated 

 
12. The Commission on Ministry recommends: 

That Presbytery permit the COM to withdraw its motion, introduced at the 905th 
stated meeting, to validate a ministry with InterVarsity Fellowship. 

 
13. The Commission on Preparation for Ministry recommends:  

amending the manual by adding section 7.8.4.5  to approve inquirers and candidates 
ordained as ruling elders to preside at communion per G-2.0606, contingent on 
having passed a worship and sacraments course and co-presided with a Minister of 
Word and Sacrament. 

 
14. Examining Inquirer Heather Russel on her sense of call and advancing her to 

Candidacy. 
 

15. The Steering Cabinet Recommends:  
The merger of the Commissions on Spiritual Leader Development and Thriving 
Congregations as detailed in the meeting papers document. 

 
 
 
 

 
Reports 

Stated Clerk’s Report 
The Stated Clerk reports  

• That RE Susan Jaeger has resigned from the Commission on Thriving Congregations 
• The Statistical Reporting season has ended.  Thank you to al l  the clerks who 

worked so di l igently on this annual task.  At the end of 2024 Baltimore 
Presbytery had a total of 9718 members across 63 churches, down by 359 over the 



previous year. Thirty-seven churches lost members, 9 reported no change and 17 
reported gains. Twenty-three churches report more than 100 members (8 of those 
under 150 members) and 40 churches fit the denomination’s definition of a small church 
which is 100 or fewer members. 

 
 
 

Steering Cabinet 
 

The Steering Cabinet reports that via an email vote on March 6-7, the cabinet has 
appointed an Administrative Commission for Ashland Presbyterian Church with the 
following members and responsibilities: 
 
In response to concerns raised by a team of COM members who have been working 
with the Ashland Presbyterian Church (TE Mary Speers, RE Judy Binkley, RE Sam 
Erdman) the COM requests that the Presbytery establish an Administrative Commission 
[G-3.0109b(5)] to 

•       work with the session to resolve conflicts related to the financial management 
of the church, including the preschool, reestablishing appropriate trust among 
church leaders 
•       Reestablish the session’s authority in financial management and decision-
making 
•       Produce a clear and transparent accounting of all financial assets for both the 
church and preschool in accord with Generally Accepted Accounting Practices 
•       Elect a treasurer and finance committee that will accommodate the session’s 
requests for information necessary to fulfill its responsibilities [G-3.0205b] and 
hire bookkeeping or accounting services, if needed, as determined by the AC. 
•       Share with the congregation a comprehensive financial report that includes all 
auxiliary organizations including the Ashland Preschool. 
  

To accomplish these goals, the administrative commission has original jurisdiction [G-
3.0303e] in financial matters, including access to bookkeeping records, bank and 
investment statements, striving at all times to exercise this jurisdiction in partnership 
with the Session.  If an effective partnership cannot be achieved the AC may act on its 
own to produce the accounting and finance reports required above, seeking qualified 
professional assistance as needed. 
 Members:  

RE Sam Erdman (Maryland) 
RE Julia Schaffer (Frederick) 
RE Judy Binkley ) Havenwood) 
TE Andy Gathman (Chestnut Grove) 
TE Melissa Lopez (First Bel Air) 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Commission on Reconcil iation 
The Commission on Reconciliation reports  
That it awarded the following 7 churches Community Engagement Grant 2025.  COR 
held its new awardee orientation on Tuesday, January 21st.  It was very successful and 
well received. 
● Ashland	Presbyterian	Church			

$5,000:	Children	and	Family	Ministry	
● First	Presbyterian	Church	of	Annapolis	

$1,750:	Collaborative	Partnerships	around	LGBTQ+	Support			
● First	Presbyterian	Church	of	Cumberland	

$9,500:	Cumberland	Community	Cafe’	
● First	Presbyterian	Church	of	Westminster		

$8,000:	Promoting	inclusion	and	leadership	for	people	with	disabilities		
● Hope	Presbyterian	Church		

$10,000:	To	hire	a	Community	Organizer	
• Knox	Presbyterian	Church	

												$10,000:	Partnership	with	community	organizations	and	leaders	
● Madison	Avenue	Presbyterian	Church	

$5,750:	MAPC	AFRI	KIDZ	CLUB	
 

Commission on Ministry 
 
The Commission on Ministry reports  
At its Leadership Team Meeting on December 4, 2024 

• Approved the retirement of TE Catherine Bashore effective Oct. 11, 2024 
• Approved the transfer of TE Michael Cuppett to Highlands Presbytery effective Dec. 4, 

2024 
• Approved Member-at-large status for: TE Jennifer Barchi, TE John Boulware, TE 

Michael Moore, TE David Willerup 
• Approved moving TE Stacy Martin to inactive status 
• Approved changing Babcock Presbyterian’s factor for compensation to 520  
• Authorized the Stated Clerk to approve renewal contracts for temporary pastors if the 

terms meet minimum compensation standards and do not otherwise depart from the 
original contract terms. The SC will report all approvals to the COM 
 

At its Meeting on January 8, 2025 
• Approved renewing the commissions of CRE John Brewington, Lochearn; CRE Anita 

Bishop Johnson, CRE Donna Lea, Mt. Paran; CRE Paul Martin, Havre de Grace; as 
commissioned pastors in the congregations indicated through December 31, 2028 

• Reports that  TE Jeremy Sanderson was installed as Pastor of Central Presbyterian on 
January 5, 2025 at 4PM by the commission approved by the COM:  TE Mark Hanna 
(Roland Park), TE Andy Nagel (Second), RE Soung Baranowski, Moderator (Havre de 



Grace), RE Kathy Smith (Central), RE Julia Schaffer (Frederick), RE   (Central) and TE 
Hope Lee (National Capitol Presbytery) seated as a corresponding member. 

At its Leadership Team Meeting on February 5, 2025 
• Approved the transfer to retired TE Deborah McEachran to New Hope Presbytery 
• Renewed the Commissions of RE Cleoda Walker as commissioned ruling elder at 

Cherry Hill Presbyterian and RE Stan Howes (member of Huntingdon Presbytery) as 
Commissioned Lay Pastor of Frostburg. 

 
Commission on Preparation for Ministry 

It has appointed the following readers for the spring ordination exams:  RE Lisa Beacham 
(Govans), RE Leslie Owsley (Second), TE Melissa Lopez (First Bel Air), TE Brandon  (VM) 
 

Property and Loan Commission 
At a called meeting on January 28, 2025, approved Springfield Presbyterian entering into an 
historic preservation easement through the Maryland Historic Trust as a condition for receiving a 
grant for window replacements and other needed repairs. 
 
At a called meeting on February 18, 2025, approved the request of First and Franklin 
Presbyterian to enter into an historic preservation easement through the Maryland Historic Trust 
as a condition of a grant supporting historic restoration projects. 
 

Commission on Spiritual Leader Development 
The Commission reports that at a called meeting on January 28, 2025, on behalf of the 
Presbytery under the Manual provisions 7.10.4.2, Elected TE Morton Harris to Trustees 
class of 2025 to fill the unexpired term created by the death of RE Ed Gilliss. 
 

Commission on Thriving Congregations 
The Commission reports that Comunidad Presbiteriana La Trinidad (CPT) has been 
dissolved as a 1001 New Worshiping Community, as of December 31, 2024.  They had 
been in conversation with their leader, Jose Lopez Chapa, for more than a year 
concerning this transition and it had become clear that CPT is ready to become 
independent and is no longer in need of formal support from the presbytery. There will 
be congregations within the presbytery (and beyond) that will continue to work with and 
support the community.  
 

Trustees 
The Trustees report that, per their bylaws, they have elected TE Morton Harris class of 
2025, as treasurer. 


