Statement Of Faith Grace Y. May

| believe in God, the Creator of the cosmos, who wields power over all spheres, both
visible and invisible. While the Scriptures uniquely reveal God to us, everything that
is good, beautiful and true attests to the authorship of God. Created in God's triune
image, human beings were made for intimate relationship, but our forebears spurned
God's love and rejected God's authority. Consequently, they sowed enmity between
themselves and God, shattered the human community, and consigned creation to
decay. All subsequent generations have followed their lead. Yet despite our fallenness
and rebellion, instead of rejecting us, Jesus Christ bore our sins on the cross and
offers us love and reconciliation at the cost of his own life.

| believe in Jesus Christ, who though divine, took on flesh and blood. Knowing Christ

in his death and resurrection, | have died to my sins and am raised a new creation. A
sign of God's grace, the waters of baptism bind me in covenant love to my Redeemer.
Chosen before the foundations of the earth, | belong to God's family and joyfully take
my place with sisters and brothers at the Table. In communion, | join with the whole

church in celebrating Christ's saving work and promised return. Every time we eat the
bread and drink the wine, we remember God's unfailing love and promise to serve as

Christ's agents of reconciliation in the world.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, who hovered over the primordial waters and whose breath
brought the universe into existence. Filled with the Spirit, faithful prophets
confronted evil in high places and called people to uphold God's standards of justice
and righteousness. Descending on weak and fledgling disciples, the Spirit gave birth to
the church. Commissioned by Christ and empowered by the Spirit, we go into the
world to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ in word and deed, allowing the Sprit
to transform us and those to whom we go. As participants in the work of redeeming
creation, we commit ourselves to the spiritual, physical, social and political well-
being of the world. The indwelling Spirit is the refreshing, reassuring presence that
seals our hope of reigning with God forever.



