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AMOS 5:24
24 But let justice roll 
down like waters, and 
righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream.



People

This is a story about people.



Our Decisions

Influence People’s Lives and 
Ultimately Our Lives



Color
Old Latin colos, originally "a 
covering" (akin to celare "to 
hide, conceal"

“reason or argument, that which 
hides the real character of 
something" 13th century.

“inherent property of matter, 
that quality of a thing or 
appearance which is perceived 
by the eye alone," from late 14th 
century



Pictures We Paint

“To wave a white 
flag”

“As white as a 
ghost”

“To tell a white 
lie”

“As black as 
coal” “Black eye”

“Black market” “Black sheep of 
the family” “Feel blue” “Out of the blue” “Catch someone 

red-handed”

“To paint the 
town red” “Red hot” “Roll out the red 

carpet”

“The grass is 
always greener 

on the other side 
of the fence”

“Green thumb”



Law

• Ordinance, rule 
prescribed by 
authority, regulation;
• Righteousness, equity
• Quality of being fair



Just

Suggests by derivation a 

written law, but presumes 

that the law is a right one, 

or that there is above it, 

and if necessary, overruling 

it, a law of God



Justice
Justice is the end of government. It is the end of civil 
society. It ever has been and ever will be pursued until it 
be obtained, or until liberty be lost in the pursuit. 
["The Federalist," No. 51]



Ethics and 
Justice

Ethics and justice are deeply 
intertwined concepts. 

Here’s how ethics influences our 
sense of justice:

1.Moral Framework
2.Value Judgments
3.Social Norms
4.Law and Policy
5.Conflict Resolution



THE IMPACTS OF 
INJUSTICE



Physical

• Malnutrition

• Diabetes

• Heart Disease

• Infectious Diseases

• Hypertension

• Cancer

• Disproportionate Morbidity

• Health Disparities



Not Just Housing



Social
• “To ensure that no African Americans migrated 
to Richmond unless they were essential to the war 
effort, the city’s police stopped African American 
men on the street and then arrested and jailed 
them if they couldn’t prove they were employed.” 
(pg. 8)



Social

• Breakdown of community and 
family structures

• Loss of social networks
• Loss of resources

• Separation from loved ones
• Serial displacement (root shock)

• Disintegrated villages

• Cultural loss
• Loss of Social Capital



North RichmondNorth Richmond



North Richmond

• If a town is unincorporated, it means it is does not 
have a local government. Unincorporated 
communities exist “by tradition.” These 
communities typically do not have elected officials at 
the town level.

• A town or township may wish to incorporate to have 
greater local control and autonomy. Police, trash 
collection, local government and zoning boards are 
four examples of ways incorporated towns have 
autonomy. When a town is incorporated it also has 
greater control over finances. This gives the 
town  control over its tax revenue which can then be 
used for services.



Psychological

• Anger

• Aggression
• Fear

• Terror

• Grief
• Shame

• Social Isolation
• Race Based Trauma

• Racial Battle Fatigue



Storytelling

“On one occasion in 1943, the USO proposed 

a service center for African Americans on 

property that was available in a white 

neighborhood. The local newspaper, the 

Richmond Independent, protested; a petition 

drive in opposition to the plan ensued, and 

the city council prevented the plan from 

going forward.” (pg. 7)



AMOS 5:24

24 But let justice roll down 
like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream.


